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Ne words can declare, no * can paint, 

l Whit rage and deſpair, what hopeleſs complaint, 
Fill Satan's dark dwelling, the priſon beneath; 
What weeping and yelling, and gnaſhing of teeth ! 


Yet finners will chooſe this dreadful abode ; 
Each madly purſues the dangerous road; _ 
Tho? God give them warning, they onward will ge, 


| They anſwer with ſcorning, and ruſh upon woe. 


Ho fad to behold the rich and the poor, 
The young and the old, all blindly — 4 
All potting to ruin, refuſing to ſtop; 


Ah! think why you're doing, while yet there i is TORY * 


How weak is your hand, to fight with the Lord! 
How can you withftand the cage of his ſword? _ 

What hope' of eſcaping for thoſe who oppoſe, 

When hell is wide — to fwallow his foes! 

How oft have you dared the Lord to his face! q 
Yet till you are ſpared to hear of his grace; 

O pray for repentance and life-giving faith, 

Before the juſt ſentence confign. you to death. 

It 5 too late to Jeſus to flee, 

His mercy is great his pardon is free! 

His 8 | has ſuch virtue for all that believe, 
That nothing can hurt you, if him you receive. 


PLAIN TRUTHS. 


HAT “man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
1 wards,” is the unerring teſtimony of the ſacred 
{criptures, eſtabliſhed and congemedby daily experience. 
Who is there, from the youngeſt le of reflec- 
tion to the man of gray hairs, that can affirm he hath not 
| ſeen evil? © For what hath a man of all his labour, and of 
the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under 
the ſun ? All his days. are ſorrows, and his travel Nie ED 
: Eel. i ii. 22, 23. 
The word of God, at the ſos tne, 1 us, that 


L affliction cometh not out of the duſt, neither doth trou- 


dle ſpring out of the ound. but that every event 
which befalls the children of mien, is exactly according 
to Divine appointment. So that the queſtion put by: 
the prophet, Amos iii. 6. Shall there be evil in a ci- 
ty, and the Lord hath not done i it 2”? admits of univer- 
ſal application. 
It ſeems impoffible to account for this reiste of 
Divine Providence on any other principle, than that man 
is a ſinful and guilty creature. The wretchedneſs and 

miſery, then, under which man has groaned from the 
beginning, muſt be traced to the introduction of fin 
into the world. For © by one man, fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin: and ſo death hath paſſed upon 
all men; for that al have ſinned.” Rom. v. 12. Our 
preſent miſeries have a direct tendency to natural death; 
and if the grace of God do not interpoſe, muſt finally 
Hue in eternal death. 

No. 25. 


4 PLAIN TRUTHS. 

Who will be bold enough to ſay, that the Loxp Ix- 
nova is unjuſt in this procedure ? Is not fin direct re- 
bellion againft his perſon and government? and is he not 
bound by his very nature ta puniſh it? Juſtice is an eſ- 
ſential perfection in the Divine character. The holy 
law of God will not overlook one tranſgreſſion. Its curſe 
extends to very one who continueth not in all things 


written in the book of the law to do them. Gal. iii. 10. 


In all this the judgment of God is according to truth.“ 
Rom. ii. 3. He is juſt when he judgeth, and clear when 
be condemneth. Every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and all 
the world become guilty before God.“ Rom. iii. 19. 
It is owing to inattention to theſe plain and obvious 
truths, and to the unbelief of them, that men ſo calmly 
| hardet themſelves in their iniquity ; and ſay, they 
mall have peace, though they walk in the imagination of 
their own hearts. It is impoſſible, however, for a guil- 
ty creature to enjoy uninterrupted peace. While the 
_ conſcience of man is net, as the Scripture expreſſes it, 
4 ſeared with a hot iron,” 1 Tim. iv. 2. he muſt ſome- 
times at leaſt feel © a certain fearful looking-for of judg- 


ment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the ad. 


_ verſaries.” Heb. x. 27. And in ſpite of the various 
methods taken to quiet inward alarm, he dreads the 
proſpect of ** falling into the hands of the living God.” 
21 The Goſpel of the Loxy Jesvs Canusr reveals the re- 
. medy, of IZnovan's own providing, for the miſery and 
wretchedneſs of guilty finners. This Goſpel is glad tid- 
ings of great joy. It manifeſts, that there is © glory to 
Gad in the higheſt,and on earth peace, good will towards 
men. It ſhows us, in what manner the juſtice of God 
is ſatisfied, the demands of his law anſwered, and a way 
of acceſs opened to the Father. In ſhort, it is the mel- 
ſage of reconciliation, declaring, © that God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
treſpaſſes unto them. For he made him, viz. the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to be ſin for us who knew no fin, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him.“ 2 Cor. 
VI19- 21 7 + | . wr # | 
5 Although the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God be 
accompanied with evidences. of authenticity, ſuch 85 


muſt fully ſatisfy any mind open to conviction, that it 
is no cunningly deviſed fable; yet many reject it, while 
they never have been at the ſmalleſt pains to examine 
its evidence. © The light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the dark- 
neſs comprehendeth it not.“ John i. 5. In them is that 
| Scripture awfully verified : © If our goſpel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are loſt, in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who 
is the image of God, ſhould ſhme unto them.“ 2 Cor. iv. 
7 Others there are who do not openly reject the goſpel, 
who even at times ſeem diſpoſed te Gabba to-2T3 bats. 
from day to day put off the ſerious conſideration of the 
truth, in hopes of enjoying a more convenient ſeaſon at 
ſome future period. For the fake of ſuch are theſe 
pages written; and with them we would affectionate- 
ly expoſtulate oa the folly of their conduct; beſeeching 
the. Lord to open their hearts to conviction. 


Wee are naturally diſpoſed to look forward to many 
years, which we fondly hope to enjoy in this world. 
Notwithſtanding the many inſtances of ſudden death, e- 
very man evades the thought that he himſelf probably 
may in a moment be hurried away from the buſy ſcenes 

of life to the jud ſeat of God Soul, take thine 
eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for many years; eat, drink, 
and be merry,” is the. language of many, while they do 
not confider, that, even while-they are uttering the pre- 
ſumptuous boaſt, their ſoul may be required of them. 

A prudent man foreſeeth the evil, and hideth him- 

ſelf. It is ſurely wiſe to ſtand prepared for the worſt 

event. Nothing is more certain, than that we muſt fick- 
en and die. The particular period is indeed hid from 
us. But that very circumſtance ſorms the ſtrongeſt ar- 

gument for being always ready. e 
| You do not deny, that we muſt all appear before 

the judgment-ſcat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 

the things done in his body according to that he hath 

done whether it be good or bad.” 2 Cor. v. 10. In- 

the. knowledge of a truth 4 awfully important, how cri 
3 a | 
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minal to paſs away your time, unconcerned for the e- ; 
vent, while you know not but to-morrow you may be 
called to give account of yourſelf to God! 
There is ſomething awfully-ſolemn in the thought of 
ſtepping into eternity. To appear in the preſence 1 God, 
_ 1a the world of ſpirits ; and to have our portion aſſigned, 
either in eternal glory or everlaſting miſery, muſt fill the 
wind, not entirely aſleep and inſenſible, with deep concern. 
| You have found it impoſſible at times, to evade the ſuſ- 
poiciĩon, that the word of God is true, and that it holds 
forth theſe things in the cleareſt manner: How then 
have you been able to live at eaſe, n * truths A 


ring you in the face? 


With. all due reſpect, and with the moſt affectionate 
concern, we would addreſs the Aged on this moſt im- 
portant of all ſubjects. The Lond hath ſpared you for 
many years, and bas had long patience. Vou have been, 
it may be, oſten warned by the ſervants of the Lord, to 
tlee from the wrath to come, and to lay hold on eternal. 
life. By the vifitations of Providence on yourſelf, your 
friends or acquaintances, you have alſo been called to at- 
tend to © the things that belong to your peace.” Du- 
ring the many years you have lived, you have ſeen 
much of the vanity of this world. Your fathers, where 
are they? All the companions of your youthful days, 
are probably removed from you. Connections the moſt 
tender and endearing have Tas broken, and you have 
been diſappointed in your moſt flattering expectations. 
Call to mind the death-bed ſcenes you have witneſſed ; 
the agonizing groans and fearful forebodings of your de. 
parting friends; and think, O ſeriouſly think, on the 
improvement you ſhould have made of ſuch ſolemn diſ- 
penſations of Providence. a 

Aged friends. we are perſuaded you have not lived ſo 
1 in this tranſitory world, without occaſional thoughts 
of futurity; and perhaps you hope that all will be well 
with you when you die. But permit us to atk, in the 
bowels of Chriſtian compaſſion, Upon what foundation 
are your hopes built? The Scriptures tell us of © refuges 
of lies that ſhall be ſwept away.” Ifa. xxviii. 17. It is 
au fully dangerous to miſtake in a matter of ſo I im- 


" 
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portance. Did you ever call your hope in queſtion ? 
Were you at any time afraid it would not abide the teſt? + 
Be entreated to bring it to the light of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures. By the word of God you ſhall at laſt be judged. 
It is of no conſequenee what your opinions may be, if 
they do not accord with the oracles of God. A pannel 
is not diſmiſſed from the bar of an earthly tribunal, be- 
cauſe he pleads not guilty. A man in the rage of a fe- 
ver is not leſs under its influence becauſe he dreams be 
is in perfect health. In like manner, your good opinion 
of yourſelves will, ſtand you in no ſtead, if it be not 
founded on the infallible word of GP. 
Are you ſeriouſly diſpoled to aſk, What is the na- 
ture of that hope which ſhall not be diſappointed? 
May the Lord open your underſtanding, while we at- 
_ tempt to lead you to the Scriptures for an anſwer to the 
important queſtion ! | FE nt AE 258 16. a4tr on.” 
While the Lord declares, that the zefuges of lies in 
which men vainly truſted ſhall be ſwept. away, he at the 


ſame time faith, © Behold 1 lay in Zion for a founda- 


tion, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone, a ſure 
foundation.“ Ifa. xxviii. 16. This foundation you will 
find by conſulting Pſal. cxviii. 22. Mat. xxi. 42. Acts 
iv. 11, 1 Pet. ii. 6, 7, 8. is the Loap Jesvs CnRISsT.—In 

a matter of ſo much importance, be entreated not to paſs 
on without conſulting and ſexiouſly conſidering the ſcrip- 

tures to which you are referred. The Lord J eſus Chriſt 

is © the true God and eternal life.“ x John v. 20. Man 
has ſinned, and it is impoſſible for him to offer any ſa- 

_ erifice by which fin can be expiated. The amazing plan 
of the * manifeſtation of the Son of God in the fleſh,” 
was in the depths of infinite wiſdom adopted, as the on- 

ly way of redeeming guilty ſinners. He accordingly aſ- 

ſumed our nature, yielded to the law a perfect obedience, 
and thus © magnified and made it honourable.” Having 
| lved three and thirty years, giving the moſt complete 

evidence, that he was indeed the Meſſiah, all things 
which were written in the law of Moſes, and in the 

Prophets, and in the Pſalms concerning him,“ being ex- 

actly fulfilled, he bore the fins of his people on his own 

body on the tree. He was made fin for us who knew 


no {in, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
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in bim. 2 Cob. v. 21. It © pleaſed the Lord to bruit 
him, and to put him to grief; he made his foul an of- 
ſering for fin 5 he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
he was bruiſed for our imquaties ;- the chaſtiſement of our 
: e was upon him, and with his ſtripes are we healed.” 
| Fhus, as * by the diſobedience of one man, many are 
made ſinners, by the obedience of one are many made | 
righteous. ” Rom. v. 19. 
The righteouſneſs of the Lord Jokes Chriſt, then, is 
the only ſure foundation for the hope of a guilty ſinner ;. 
it is that which alone canſtandin the great day of the Lord. 
With it nothing can or needs to be joined to make it more 
complete. And when the mind ĩs 3 in the know- 
ledge of the truth, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt appears a 
ſolid foundation for confidence in the fight of God, The 
_ Scriptures: aſſure us that thoſe who build upon it, ſhall. | 
not be confounded or aſhamed.” _ 
The word of God commendeth itſelf to every man's- 
| conſcience.” If you ſeriouſly conſider theſe truths as in 
the preſenceof God, we are perſuaded you will not be able 
to evade their force: 
But perhaps you ſay, Who is: there who does not be- 
lieve them? Alas, if ſuch be your opinion, it is a melan- 
. choly ſign of your ignorance. We are naturally diſpo- 
td 75 eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of our own, and in that to 
truſt for acceptance with God. Thoſe who indeed are 


_ brought to the knowledge of the truth can generally dif- 


cern the manner in which they were broken off from 
their falſe confidence. They remember the time when 
they © truſted in 8 that they were righteous, 
and deſpiſed others. But they are now convinced, 
that by the deeds of the law no fleſh can be juſtiſied 
in the ſight of God.” And therefore rejoice only in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and have no confidence 1 in the-fleſh.”” Phil. 
iii. 3. | 
Itis bd you nil allege that you already know and. 
believe theſe doctrines. If you indeed believe them, you 
will live under their e Is this the caſe? Let your 
conſcience anſwer the intereſting queſtion. If we have 
faith in Chriſt, we alſo partake of the Spirit of Chriſt. 
Read the Bible, and you wil! learn this truth almoſt 
from every page. If any man be in Chriſt he 35 


PLAIN. TRYTHS: 2 


ane creature; old things are paſſed away; behold all 
things are become Ka, 2: Cor. v. 17. Except a 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the ki n of God. 
John iii. 3. If your heart has never been deeply con- 
cerned about this matter, it is to be feared,' you are ſtill 
totally unacquainted with experimental religion. = 
With the moſt affectionate concern, then, very . : 
| brethren, we beſeech you immediately to lay theſe things 
to heart. There is but a ſtep between you and death. 
Your life is uncertain. - Diſeaſe may ſoon waſte your 
' ſtrength, and render you incapable of attending to the 
means of inſtruction. When God requireth your ſoul, 
you cannot by any means reſiſt him. There is no man 
that hath power over the ſpirit, to retain the ſpirit.“ 
Eccl. vii. 8. And how awful, if driven away in your 
wickedneſs! If you die in your fins, there is no poſſi- 


| bility of being WEE" delivered from them. Phe 9 


8 ptures tell us, that the wicked .. goaway intoever/a/}- 
ing d Mat. xxv. 46. How extremely fooliſh. 
to run the hazard of enduring the wrath of God and 
the Lamb, in the hopes that it ſhall only be for a ſeaſon! 
We have not the ſmalleſt ground for fuck amexpectation 
from the word of God: and ſhall we madly delude 
ourſelves, in a matter ſo awfully important, on mere ima- 
gination ? To you the goſpel is {till preached; but 
the word preached will not profit, if it be not mixed 
with faith in them that hear it. Believe then in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt and you ſhall be faved.” Whoſoev- 
er believeth in him ſhall not periſh bat have eternal life.” 
+ Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the 
day of ſalvation. Why ſhould you die? Why re- 
ject the counſel of God bs try yourſelves? How hall 
you "  elcape, if you * lo great ſalvation?“ 


But we now, with . ae * — ad- 
dreſs our dear Young Readers. It may be you imagine 
that what you have ee may do well enough for the 
aged ; but that it is yet time enough for you to attend 
to foch things. Yield not, we beſeech you, to this in- 
fatuation, Who told you you ſhould attain the age of 
2 fathers? Doth diſeaſe attack only the old — 2 in 


rm! ? Are not * ſummoned to che judgment · ſeat 


Fo» 

| 
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that ye refuſe not Him that ſpeaketh from heaven.” 


of Chriſt in the vigour of youth? O be entreated then 


to attend to the things that belong to your peace. Read 
the holy Scriptures. It is impoſſible to prove that the 
Bible is not the revelation of the mind and will of God 


to men: and if it be, how highly does it concern you, to 


give earneſt heed toits important inſtructions! If thenyou 
have any regard to your own: happineſs, any defire to 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption, and to be 

brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
hear, we beſeech you, the kind expoſtulations of that 


God againſt whom you have-rebelled. © Doth not wiſ- 
dom cry, and underſtanding put forth her voice ? She 


ſttandeth in the top of thigh places, by the way in the 


places of the path. She crieth at the gates, at the en- 


try of the city, at the coming in at the doors. Unto 
you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the foys of men. 
O ye ſimple; underſtand wiſdom ; and ye fools be ye of 
an underſtanding heart.” Prov. viii. 1.— 5. Ho, every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath: 
no money, come ye, buy and eaf, yea come, buy wine and 
milk, without money and without price. Wherefore do 


ye ſpend money for that which is not bread, and your 


labour for that which ſatisfieth not? hearken diligently 
_ unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your foul 


delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear and come unto - 
me: hear, and your ſoul ſhall live.” Iſa. lv. 1.—3. All 


things are of God. who hath reconciled us to himſelf. 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of re- 


conciliation : to wit, that God was in Chrift, re- 


conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
| Paſſes unto them. Now then, we are ambaſſadors for 


Chriſt, as though God did befeech you by us, we pray you 
in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. v. 19, 
What condeſcending goodneſs is diſplay ed in theſe, 
and in many fimilar paſſages of ſacred Scripture! May 


the Loa himſelf open your heart to attend to them! 
Fools make a mock of ſin; and when men do fo, it 
is no marvel if they alſo turn the grace of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt into ſcorn and ridicule. My young read 


er, beware of ſuch conduct. It is extremely dangerous. 


Nothing more directly tends to harden the heart. © See 
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Jeſus © one hath the words of eternal life. He makes 


you welcome to come to him as you are. Come unto 
me, ſaith the compaſſionate Saviour, all ye that labour and 
-are heavy laden, and I will give you Teſt.” He com- 
plains, © Ye will not come unto me that ye may have 
| life. The Spirit and the bride ſay, Come; and let 


him that heareth ſay „Come; and let him that is athirſt 1 


come; and 3 will let him take of the water of 
life freely. ”» Why teject the affeQionate calls of. your 


light.” © Wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs and 
all her paths are peace.” With the wicked it is not 
ſo. The way of tranſgreſſors is hard. Miſery and 
vretchedneſs are inſeparably connected with a courſe 
of iniquity in this world; and, if the grace of God do 
not interpoſe, muſt finally ſue. in eternal death 1 In the 
world to come. 
You diſcover anxiety bout your temporal conyenien- 
dies, what you ſhall eat, what you ſhall drink, and where- 
with you ſhall be clothed.” : II you be ſo careful in 
the little concerns pertaining to the body, ſurely thoſe of 
the ſoul are infinitely more important. It is compara- 
tively of little moment, in what manner we are accom- 
modated during the few years of our abode oneatth : mw 
what ſhall become of our ſouls in the eternal world, 
an object of inexpreffible magnitude. 
But perhaps you imagine, that a regular Ace | 
deportment will entitle you to the favour of God. 
In this you ſhew your ignorance of the Scriptures and of 
the power of God. Have you not read, that an evil 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit? Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies. This is not the caſe 
with a few of the more vicious only, but is a juſt deſcrip- 
tion of the heart of man without exception. How 
then can man be juſtified with God? or how can he be 
clean that is born of a woman?” Seriouſly ponder in your 
heart this intereſting truth, and we are perſuaded yo 
will be convinced that 3 if God were to mark your inĩ- 
quity you could not ſtand before him. 
When the worldly affairs of the ungodly proſper to 
their wiſh, and they are not in ' trouble as other men, 


kind Redeemer ? His yoke is eaſy, and his burden 


S 
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ide (to uſe the emphatic language of the Scripture) 1 
© mpalſerh them about as a chain ; thet eyes ſtand - 1 
with fatneſs ; they imagine they have more than theis ö 
heart could with. In arrogancy of ſpirit, they even ſet 
their mouth againſt the heavens. —But how tranſitory Þ 
their poor enjoyment ! ©* Surely thou, O Loxp, didſt ſet 
them on ſlippery places, thor caſtedſ them down into 
deſtruction. How are they brought into deſolation as 
in a moment! They are utterly conſumed with terrors. 
As a dream when one awaketh ; ſo, O Lord, when thou 
awakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their image.“ Pſal. Ixxiii. 
May this awful ſcene never be realized in you, my dear 
reader! 1 
But if you be determined after all to live in r 
inſenkibility, you muſt abide the conſequences of 
folly. Your infidelity cannot fruſtrate the of | 
God. He is no reſpecter of perſons. He will execute 
his threatenings. He that believerh not ali be damned. 
O remember that He is able to kill and to deſtroy. 
And who among us can endure the wrath of God and 
the Lamb? -- 3 
With all the affectionate concern, "TY which our 
hearts ought to feel in a matter ſo peculiarly important, 
we earneſtly entreat you to ftudy the Holy Scriptures: 
for yourſelves. The advantages of doing fo, with 4 
humble and teachable ſpirit, exceed conception. If you 
at preſent feel your heart diſpoſed to make the attend 1 
we beſeech you immediately to do it. Who knows what k 
happy effects may follow? f 
May the Lord mercifully enlighten your underſtanding! 
May he draw you to himſelf! May he, according to the 
riches of his grace, deliver you from this preſent evil 
world, and prepare you for the enjoyment of himſelf 1 in 


everlaſting glory! 


THE END. 


